





arrived and defeated malik Muhammad, who escaped to
Khiizestan. Sharaf al-Din Amiran forbade him to enter his lands
for fear of Jahan Pahlavan.”® Eventually malik Muhammad was
arrested by the atabek of Fars and sent to Tughril II1.** Amiran
remained loyal to Jahan Pahlavan and accepted Tughril III as a
sultan.”

In AH 589 caliph al-Nasir took control of some parts (called
‘castles’ by ibn al-Athir) of Khiizestan and ruled in this area with
a certain Sisiyan b. Shamle (4led (3 (s, a local governor and
possibly one of Shamle’s sons.® In AH 590 Amiran b. Shamle
died and a certain Ibn Qassab, vizier of the caliph al-Nasir, offered
to attack Khiizestan. It was an ideal opportunity, as after
Amiran’s death his brothers were quarrelling and there was civil
war in the province. He attacked Khizestan in AH 591 and
captured Tiistar (Shiistar) and all the cities and strongholds held
by the brothers of Amiran. Ibn Qassab captured the brothers
themselves and sent them to Baghdad, and so more than forty
years of Atabek rule in Khiizestan came to an end in AH 591.7

It should be noted that another person named Amiran is
known for the time of Tughril III. He was the amir Amiran “‘Umar
b. Jahan Pahlavan (the Tldegizid), and no coins of this Amiran are
known. As he began his struggle for power in AH 582 after the
death of his father, he cannot be the Amiran mentioned alongside
the caliph Mutadi bi-Amr Allah (vide coin no. 1), who had died in
AH 575. Moreover, Amir Amiran ‘Umar would probably have
named his father on any coins, since he was claiming to be his
successor during the struggle with his brothers. Similarly, Sharaf
al-Din Amiran, whose rule began in the time of Jahan Pahlavan,
may have omitted the name of his father from his extant coins
because he was defeated by Jahan Pahlavan.

Of particular interest is the tamgha depicted on the coins of
Amiran b. Shimla and of Abdi Bakr b. Jahan Pahlavan. As the
Tldegizid tamghas commonly encountered on coins are the trident
and bow, this other tamgha may have belonged personally to
Jahan Pahlavan and so been used on the coins of his atabek and of
his son. However, it should be noted that there are no known coins
of Jahan Pahlavan himself which bear this tamgha.

A NEW EARLY COIN TYPE OF ‘ALI B.
JA’FAR, EMIR OF TIFLIS, BEARING THE
NAME OF THE CALIPH Al-TA’T¢ LI-LLAH

By Irakli Paghava and Severian Turkia

This paper publishes a a previously unknown early dirham of ‘Alt
b. Ja‘far, Emir of Tiflis. The coin is, as far as we know, unique
and was auctioned by Gorny & Mosch®® in their sale 169-173 (13-
17 November 2008), lot 9030. The provenance of the coin is
unknown to us.

The coin is as follows (the effaced or barely legible legends
are reconstructed and marked by underlining; the obscure legends
are put into square brackets):

Fig 1. (enlarged)

AR? (no metal content analysis performed); weight: 2.43 g;
diameter: 17.9-18.1 mm; die axis: 7 o’clock.

# al-Husayn, op. cit., p. 146-147.

* Ibid.

* Ibn al-Athir, op. cit., part 24, p. 40.

% Tbn al-Athir, op. cit., part 23, p. 106.

7 Ibn al-Athir, op. cit., part 23, p. 116-117.
* http://www.gmcoinart.de/.

Obverse:
In the centre:
MRV
29 A fé‘_\
el g8y
[Yi...-7]

Traces of the marginal legend around? (visible at 7-11 o’clock).

Reverse:
In the centre:

A gy
S el
silaal) eV
There are traces of a marginal legend or a linear circle around
(visible at 7-8 o’clock).

Coin Type

‘Al b. Ja’far’s dirham bearing the name of the caliph al-Ta'1" li-
l1ah, and dated AH 386 (996/7) was first published by D.
Kapanadze back in 19443 (diameter 27-28 mm, weight 3.84 g“).
Another specimen was reported by Ye. Pakhomov in 1957 as
preserved in the Moscow State Historical Museum (the
provenance not indicated)””. G. Japaridze, who carried out a
complex analysis of all the then known coin types of ‘All b.
Ja‘far*® could not obtain this specimen for a de visu study, as the
aforementioned museum was closed for an overhaul, but the
scholar managed to detect the coin’s paper imprint and metrology
data (diameter 27-28 mm, weight 4.62 g) in the late Ye.
Pakhomov’s card register, stored at the Numismatic Department
of the State Hermitage in St. Petersburg (Leningrad, at that
time)**. Judging by the imprint, Japaridze came to the conclusion
that both coins were of the same type, but were clearly struck
using a different pair of dies™. I. Jalaghania, another Georgian
scholar, who dealt with the Kufic coins minted in Tiflis, reported
in her 1979 book one more coin of AH 386, preserved in the
“Yerevan Historical Museum”, while also referring to
Pakhomov’s card register”®. However, Japaridze found no imprint
or any other information on such a coin in the latter’’. Moreover,
there is no such coin in the numismatic collections of the History
Museum of Armenia®. Therefore, probably only two specimens
of this type were available before.

However, the new coin, being the third one to bear the name
of the caliph al-Ta’1" li-llah, and published here, is of a different
type. In contrast to the aforecited coins published more than half a
century ago by Kapanadze and Pakhomov, and then studied by
Japaridze, this coin is different in the following respects (in
addition to its distinct metrological characteristics and crudity):

* The word 823 5 is written as 4133 5. On the AH 386 dirham published by

Kapanadze there is 62> 5 (Managadze 2000:36, #46).

0 Kapanadze 1944. The coin was purchased by the publisher in December
1932 and had come from a group of “Arabic” dithams discovered
somewhere in the environs of Tbilisi (former Tiflis) (/bid.:183). Now the
coin is preserved in the State Museum of Georgia, Hoards #5129
(Japaridze 1991:134; Japaridze 1998:98).

3! Kapanadze 1944:185.

2 Pakhomov 1957:39-40; Japaridze 1991:135; Japaridze 1997:207,
footnote 10; Japaridze 1998:98, footnote 9.

3 Japaridze 1991, 1997, 1998.

* Japaridze 1991:135; Japaridze 1997:207, foomote 10; Japaridze
1998:98, footnote 9.

B Japaridze 1991:135; Japaridze 1997:207, footote 10; Japaridze
1998:98, footnote 9.

% Jalaghania 1979:64.

*7 Personal communication with Dr. G. Japaridze.

% Personal communication with Dr. R. Vardanyan (Numismatic
department of the History Museum of Armenia, Head).





